The Unofficial Section 508 Web Accessibility Checklist

See colophon for notes, credits, and references. 

	Requirement
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	(a) A text equivalent for every non-text element shall be provided (e.g., via "alt", "longdesc", or in element content). 
	 
	 
	 

	(b) Equivalent alternatives for any multimedia presentation shall be synchronized with the presentation. 
	 
	 
	 

	(c) Web pages shall be designed so that all information conveyed with color is also available without color, for example from context or markup. 
	 
	 
	 

	(d) Documents shall be organized so they are readable without requiring an associated style sheet. 
	 
	 
	 

	(e) Redundant text links shall be provided for each active region of a server-side image map. 
	 
	 
	 

	(f) Client-side image maps shall be provided instead of server-side image maps except where the regions cannot be defined with an available geometric shape. 
	 
	 
	 

	(g) Row and column headers shall be identified for data tables. 
	 
	 
	 

	(h) Markup shall be used to associate data cells and header cells for data tables that have two or more logical levels of row or column headers. 
	 
	 
	 

	(i) Frames shall be titled with text that facilitates frame identification and navigation. 
	 
	 
	 

	(j) Pages shall be designed to avoid causing the screen to flicker with a frequency greater than 2 Hz and lower than 55 Hz. 
	 
	 
	 

	(k) A text-only page, with equivalent information or functionality, shall be provided to make a web site comply with the provisions of this part, when compliance cannot be accomplished in any other way. The content of the text-only page shall be updated whenever the primary page changes. 
	 
	 
	 

	(l) When pages utilize scripting languages to display content, or to create interface elements, the information provided by the script shall be identified with functional text that can be read by assistive technology. 
	 
	 
	 

	(m) When a web page requires that an applet, plug-in or other application be present on the client system to interpret page content, the page must provide a link to a plug-in or applet that complies with §1194.21(a) through (l). 
	 
	 
	 

	(n) When electronic forms are designed to be completed on-line, the form shall allow people using assistive technology to access the information, field elements, and functionality required for completion and submission of the form, including all directions and cues. 
	 
	 
	 

	(o) A method shall be provided that permits users to skip repetitive navigation links. 
	 
	 
	 

	(p) When a timed response is required, the user shall be alerted and given sufficient time to indicate more time is required. 
	 
	 
	 


Colophon

This list of checkpoints is not officially endorsed by the Access Board or any other branch of the U.S. government; this list is provided by Idyll Mountain Internet, a private web design and consulting firm in Fullerton, California. 

The contents of this checklist are drawn from section 508, subpart B, section 1194.22 and are presented unaltered from the text at http://www.access-board.gov/sec508/508standards.html. 

Alternate versions of this checklist are available from http://access.idyllmtn.com/section508. 
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Additional Resources

· Access Board [http://www.access-board.gov]
· Federal IT Accessibility Initiative [http://www.section508.gov]
· Section 508 standards [http://www.access-board.gov/sec508/508standards.htm]
· FAQ for Section 508 [http://www.access-board.gov/sec508/Section%20508%20Questions%20and%20Answers.htm]

· Web Accessibility In Mind [http://www.webaim.org]

· W3C Web Accessibility Initiative [http://www.w3.org/wai]

· Idyll Mountain Internet [http://access.idyllmtn.com/section508]
Software and Evaluation Resources
· CAST and Bobby [http://www.cast.org/bobby]
· Opera [http://www.opera.com/]
· SSB Technologies’ InSight and InFocus [http://www.ssbtechnologies.com/]
· Alternate Web browsing software summary [http://www.w3.org/WAI/References/Browsing]

· DoJ Self Evaluation Instructions [http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/508/508docs.html or http://www.508.org]

DCWW Resources
This list of DCWW Section 508 experts is taken directly from a DCWW summary, and used with permission from the list administrators.

1)

At UserWorks, we do heuristic evaluations, compliance reviews, offer 

consulting for retrofitting your site to either the W3C WAI guidelines or 

Section 508 standards.

Amy Thurston

UserWorks, Inc.

Silver Spring, MD

athurston@userworks.com

http://www.userworks.com/

301.431.0500

2)

Marasco Newton Group in Arlington, Virginia has created

accessible Web sites for 4 different Federal agencies, and we have

developed, or modified to make accessible over 10 Federal Web sites. We

prepared the report that EPA was required to submit to the Department of

Justice regarding their accessibility compliance (which involved reviewing

many agency Web sites for their specific non-compliance issues.) Among our

larger Web sites are EPA's Home page & subsequent pages, Department of

Commerce's Home page & subsequent pages, the Peace Corps Intranet Home page

& subsequent pages and the Superfund Web site & subsequent pages, and other

smaller Web sites within those Agencies. Please let me know if you need

more info and I'll be happy to supply you with references, etc.

Shelly Harary (Rachelle)

Marasco Newton Group

rharary@marasconewton.com

Internet Project Manager

http://www.marasconewton.com/index1.htm

703.247.4092 direct dial

703.516.9108 fax

3)

  Dave Lowery

VP of Sales & Marketing

WebABLE Inc.

50 Franklin Street

Boston, MA 02110

1-866-WebABLE ext. 26

www.webable.com

4)

I am currently developing the courseware on Web accessibility for Connect 

Learning in DC (I am an independent Web Developer and Trainer). I am 

developing the course along with another trainer and Web Developer, Mary 

Gillen. We are both available for consulting.

Contact Me

Penny Potter

703-550-3939

pen@ppotter.com

5)

Marion Summerville, DCWW own, is mentioned in the Post as a

usability expert.  (no further information given)

6)

I specialize in this. I did it for a government agency last summer.

Janet Stevenson

Web accessibility consultant and freelance web developer

JanetAStevenson@aol.com

http//www.janetstevenson.com

7)

Pinkerton Computers, has assisted many federal agencies in making

their web sites comply with the provisions of Section 508 (e.g., Dept. of

Education, FDIC, AmeriCorps). Please contact me for further details.

Thanks,

Fiona Barshow 703-575-5264

http://www.pcci.com/index.asp

fiona_barshow@PCCI.COM

8)

Try The Bartimaeus Group =>http//bartsite.com

Bartimaeus Group provides access solutions for people who are 

Blind/Visually Impaired.

We also provide on-site adaptive technology training and support along with 

a wide variety

of products

9)

I am currently developing the courseware on Web accessibility for Connect 

Learning in DC (I am an independent Web Developer and Trainer). I am 

developing the course along with another trainer and Web Developer, Mary 

Gillen. We are both available for consulting.

Contact Me:

Penny Potter

703-550-3939

pen@ppotter.com

10)

Aquas up in Tenleytown (or Friendship Heights?) should be able to help you.

My friend who works there definitely specializes in these issues. I believe

they're a small women owned 8a firm, also.

11)

I'm a usability and accessibility specialist with the QRC Division of ORC 

Macro. We contract with a number of clients for accessibility evaluation 

and retrofitting, primarily divisions of government agencies such as the 

NSF, CDC and HHS. Many of our clients are currently working toward Section 

508 compliance.

QRC's Web services include:

* user-centered design

* user inquiry and usability evaluation

* accessible design, accessibility evaluation and retrofitting

I've attached a copy of our current accessibility brochure in PDF format 

(size: 107 KB). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me by email or to call Chris Garrett at 301-657-3070.

Best,

Denise Koschmann

Usability Specialist

QRC Division of ORC Macro International, Inc.

7315 Wisconsin Avenue, Ste. 400W

Bethesda, MD 20814

Phone: 503-478-1935

Email: dkoschman@qrc.com

http://www.qrc.com

12)

I own a small webcompany in DC and we have spent alot

of time researching how to develop corretly and within 508 standards.

We have used BOBBY as an online tool and other articles and user group 

information

as well.

We are also asking clients to be more aware of these issues and we are finding

they are.

Thank you,

melissa

inotre, llc

